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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

In the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as indicated below: 

l 1 . (Currently amended) A vehicle hinge assembly for hinging a vehicle door on 

a vehicle body, the assembly comprising a first hinge leaf hingedly connected to a second 
hinge leaf by a pivot pin, the pivot pin being immovably mounted in one hinge leaf and being 
rotatably mounted in, and being axially withdrawable from, the other hinge leaf, and hinge 
pin retention means associated with said other hinge leaf j^preventing axial withdrawal of 
the hinge pin therefrom, the hinge pin retention means having hinge pin engagement means 
movably mounted on said other hinge leaf for movement between first and second positions, 
the engagement means in its first position engaging with an annular groove formed in with 
the hinge pin permit rotation of the hinge pin but prevent its axial movement relative to said 
other hinge leaf, and in its second position being spaced from the hinge pin to permit its axial 
withdrawal from said other hinge leaf. 

J 2. (Currently amended) A hinge assembly according to Claim 1, wherein said 
hinge pin is provid e d with an annular groov e which co - operat e s with said hing e pin 
e ngag e m e nt m e ans to p e rmit rotation of th e hing e pin whilst pr e v e nting its axial withdrawal 
engagement means is a ball bearing located in a housing which is movably mounted in a bore 
formed in said other hinge leaf for movement between said first and second positions, said 
housing when in said first position maintaining said ball bearing in engagement with said 
annular groove . 

3. (Currently amended) A hinge assembly according to Claim 4- 2 wherein said 
hing e pin e ngag e m e nt mean s is a ball b e aring the housing is screw threadedly mounted in ' 
said bore so as to be movable therealong by a screw action . y 
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^ ^ 4. (Currently amended) A hinge assembly according to Claim 3, wher e in e ach 
hinge l e af comprises a body cast from m e tal to d e fin e a sh e ll including a boss having a boro 
in which the hing e pin is locat e d the ball bearing is rotatably mounted in said housing . _ y * 
; 5. (Currently amended) A hinge assembly according to Claim 2 Claim 4 wherein 
said ball b e aring is hous e d in a hou s ing, the housing being axially movably locat e d in a bore 
form e d in th e boss of said oth e r hing e l e af the ball assembly is non-rotatablv mounted in said 
housing . 

i/ ) ^ (Currently amended) A hinge assembly according to Claim 2 Claim 5 wherein 

th e bore housing s aid ball b e aring housing is form e d in a wall proj e ction integrally cast with 
said boss of said other hing e l e af, said wall proj e ction being int e rl e av e d with said on e hing e 
leaf over a pred e t e rmin e d angular rang e of mov e ment about said hinge pin in ord e r to 
prevent axial s e paration of the hing e l e afs the ball bearing and said annular groove each have 
the same radius of curvature. 
7. (Cancelled). 

0^9} (Currently amended) A v e hicl e hing e ass e mbly for hanging a vehicl e door on 

a v e hicl e body, the ass e mbly comprising a first hing e leaf hingedly conn e ct e d to a s e cond 
hinge l e af by a pivot pin, A hinge assembly according to Claim 2, wherein each hinge leaf 
comprises comprising a body cast from a metal to define a shell including a boss having a 
bore in which the hinge pin is located. 



Please add the following new Claims 9-25. 



9. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claim 6, wherein the annular groove 
has a depth which is less than the radius of curvature of the ball bearing. 
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(New) ^ hinge assembly according to Claim 8 wherein the bore housing said 
ball bearing is formed in a wall projection integrally cast with said boss of said other hinge 
leaf, said wall projection being interleaved with said one hinge leaf over a predetermined 
angular range of movement about said hinge pin in order to prevent axial separation of the 
hinge leafs. 



\jy J 11. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claim 2, the ball bearing is rotatably 
mounted in said housing. 

12. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claims 3 the ball assembly is non- 
rotatably mounted in said housing. 

13. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claims 3 wherein the ball bearing and 
said annular groove each have the same radius of curvature. 

14. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claims 4 wherein the ball bearing and 
said annular groove each have the same radius of curvature. 

15. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claims 5 wherein the ball bearing and 
said annular groove each have the same radius of curvature. 

16. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claim 3, wherein each hinge leaf 
comprises a body cast from a metal to define a shell including a boss having a bore in which 
the hinge pin is located. 

17. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claim 4, wherein each hinge leaf 
comprises a body cast from a metal to define a shell including a boss having a bore in which 
the hinge pin is located. 

18. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claim 5, wherein each hinge leaf 
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comprises a body cast from a metal to define a shell including a boss having a bore in which 
the hinge pin is located. 

19. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claim 6, wherein each hinge leaf 
comprises a body cast from a metal to define a shell including a boss having a bore in which 
the hinge pin is located. 

20. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claim 7, wherein each hinge leaf 
comprises a body cast from a metal to define a shell including a boss having a bore in which 
the hinge pin is located. 

21. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claim 16 wherein the bore housing said 
ball bearing is formed in a wall projection integrally cast with said boss of said other hinge 
leaf, said wall projection being interleaved with said one hinge leaf over a predetermined 
angular range of movement about said hinge pin in order to prevent axial separation of the 
hinge leafs. 

22. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claim 17 wherein the bore housing said 
ball bearing is formed in a wall projection integrally cast with said boss of said other hinge 
leaf, said wall projection being interleaved with said one hinge leaf over a predetermined 
angular range of movement about said hinge pin in order to prevent axial separation of the 
hinge leafs. 

23. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claim 1 8 wherein the bore housing said 
ball bearing is formed in a wall projection integrally cast with said boss of said other hinge 
leaf, said wall projection being interleaved with said one hinge leaf over a predetermined 
angular range of movement about said hinge pin in order to prevent axial separation of the 
hinge leafs. 
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24. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claim 19 wherein the bore housing said 
ball bearing is formed in a wall projection integrally cast with said boss of said other hinge 
leaf, said wall projection being interleaved with said one hinge leaf over a predetermined 
angular range of movement about said hinge pin in order to prevent axial separation of the 
hinge leafs. 

25. (New) A hinge assembly according to Claim 20 wherein the bore housing said 
ball bearing is formed in a wall projection integrally cast with said boss of said other hinge 
leaf, said wall projection being interleaved with said one hinge leaf over a predetermined 
angular range of movement about said hinge pin in order to prevent axial separation of the 
hinge leafs. 
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